
If we need to end the growth of fascism we need to be visible 
and show how many are we. If we want change we need to 
take responsibility for it and seek it. Change does not happen by 
watching television, change happens on the streets and in the 
insti tuti ons; change is never brought by one, but change can be 
brought by all.
Stefan, Centre for Intercultural Dialogue (MK)

We all believe in equality, diversity and anti discriminati on and 
hold anti fascist values – but what do we do about it? Maybe we 
would not vote for fascist parti es, we stay away from fascists on 
the street, or shake our heads at fascist graffi  ti . It is not enough 
to hold a view, we need to express it, showing loud and clear 
that fascism is at odds with our values and cannot be tolerated 
in society. To be loud against fascism means not only using your 
voice, but adding your voice to the others. Our individual voices 
may speak in diff erent tones and languages, using diff erent vo-
cabulary and structure, but when combined and heard together 
they create an inescapable sound so strong you cannot help but 
sit up and take noti ce. For the Internati onal Day Against Fascism 
and Anti semiti sm 2011 on 9 November, we need to get vocal, 
pick up our instruments and create an anti fascist chorus that 
echoes across Europe. 
Be loud for your communiti es – Be loud against your enemies – 
Be Loud Against Fascism

Democracy means to fi ght for what I believe is important and 
not negoti able – the fundamental equality and dignity of all 
people. Democracy also means to fi ght against what I believe 
is unbearable – prejudice, humiliati on and hate towards people 
who are perceived as “diff erent”. Such extreme-right thinking 
is sti ll very vivid all over Europe. To oppose this, we must unite 
and peacefully show that there is no place for intolerance, rac-
ism and anti semiti sm in Europe today. That is why I support the 
Internati onal Day Against Fascism and Anti semiti sm campaign.
Maria, Netzwerk für Demokrati e und Courage (D)

As the constant development, targets and acti viti es of fascism 
makes it evolve into a complex and multi faceted enti ty that is 
someti mes hard to comprehend, our responses must necessar-
ily also grow just as diverse and complex. The UNITED network 
comprises of hundreds of organisati ons and individuals, all with 
their own unique goals, target groups, strategies and areas of 
experti se. In spite of this diversity, all share a belief in intrinsic 
human dignity and freedom and so stand together to create a 
united front in the fi ght against fascism and nati onalism. 

This leafl et therefore collects voices from within our move-
ment, opening up about their views on the signifi cance of 
anti fascism and the concepts central to it. Whilst some are long-
standing anti fascist acti vists, others work in fi elds at the other 
end of the broad UNITED spectrum. Perspecti ves, opinions and 
experiences may diff er but all are agreed on the absolute neces-
sity of anti fascism and the value of our individual contributi ons 
to the anti fascist movement. No matt er where we stand, we 
must all face the same directi on.

At every stage we should fi ght for the maximum unity, under-
standing that being united, it will be far less likely that we will 
be defeated. To create that unity, anti racists must learn to 
become anti fascists and anti -fascists must learn the necessity of 
anti racism and anti sexism. At the same ti me, we need always to 
measure the threat rati onally and soberly without exaggerati on, 
which only generates fear and paralyses the will to resist.
Graeme, Searchlight Magazine (UK)

Why this campaign?

9 November 1938 marked the beginning of the “Kristallnacht” 
pogrom1 and it is seen today as the symbolic beginning of the 
Holocaust, the policy of systemati cally murdering millions of 
people. It reminds us that such terrible things did not start with 
deportati ons and concentrati on camps, but developed step by step.
Nazi propaganda and hate speech against Jews and laws 
depriving Jewish citi zens of their rights – as happened with the 
“Nuremberg Laws” which, among other things, stripped German 
Jews of their citi zenship – were the fi rst steps which eventually 
culminated in violence and pogroms.

Looking to the right-wing tendencies in modern Europe, we 
must be aware that history can be repeated and the Holocaust 
happened with the silent acceptance and support of the broad 
majority. Nowadays, right-wing extremism is a rising force 
on the enti re conti nent. Hate crimes are turning into regular 
realiti es, extreme right-wing parti es are elected into local and 
nati onal parliaments and xenophobic propaganda is becoming 
legiti mate in societi es.

A global fi nancial crisis, rapidly rising cost of living, unemploy-
ment and job insecurity, erosion of the welfare state, against the 
backcloth of nati onalism, war, and militarisati on – do we even 
need to ask the questi on, why campaign against fascism today?  
Extreme-Right electoral parti es search for scapegoats, encour-
age us to hate our neighbour. Centre-Right parti es dismantle 
welfare and att ack civil rights. Centre-Left  parti es are weak; 
some even follow the Right agenda. Anti fascism is not a dogma, 
but a simple human response to injusti ce based on solidarity – 
and in Europe today that means solidarity with Muslims, Roma, 
Black people and Jews, with migrant workers, refugees, with 
the other vulnerable communiti es the neo-nazis att ack. We do 
not want to see young people indoctrinated into a culture of 
hate. Who else can resist but us – the ordinary decent citi zens of 
Europe?
Liz, Insti tute of Race Relati ons (UK)

Never Again!

On 9 November 1938, nazi Germany started a pogrom against 
Jewish people. SA Storm Troopers and civilians destroyed more 
than 8000 Jewish homes and shops, set synagogues on fi re, 
imprisoned, injured and killed Jews all across the country. Pieces 
of broken windows covering the streets in many German citi es 
gave rise to the name “Kristallnacht” which freely translated 
means the Night of Broken Glass.
The “Kristallnacht” pogrom is seen as the start of the systemati c 
eradicati on of Jewish people which had started with the discrimi-
nati on and exclusion of the German Jews since 1933 and which 
eventually led to the murder of approximately 6 million Jewish 
people and 5,5 million “enemies of the German state”: homo-
sexuals, criminals and “asocial” people, members of diverse
 religious communiti es, people with mental disabiliti es, politi cal 
“off enders” such as communists and socialists, Spanish republi-
can refugees and minoriti es like Roma and Sinti  among others.

“Never Again” is both a driving force and a watchword that must 
warn us that we must collecti vely ensure that fascism, propelled 
by a racialist view of the world must never, ever, be allowed to 
wield power again in any way, shape or form. We all know what 
happened the fi rst ti me round between 1933 and 1945, espe-
cially. We do not need a second helping. 
It is sti ll relevant because the existence and threat of fascism, 
anti semiti sm, racism and homophobia have not evaporated 
and have never gone away. Nor will they unti l we completely 
restructure society on the basis of economic, social and politi cal 
equality for all humanity, the very things that our fascist and rac-
ist enemies hate most of all.
Graeme, Searchlight Magazine (UK)

All of my grandparents perished in gas chambers in Auschwitz, 
together with millions of the Holocaust victi ms, my parents sur-
vived four years in a concentrati on camp. They were afraid that 
something like that could happen again. Unfortunately, they 
were right – now there are people who have learned nothing. 
They hate others, they learn how to kill, they adore Adolf Hitler, 
even in Russia, they slaughter other human beings. Everyone of 
us is obliged to stop them.
Mirek, Friends of Nature Czechia (CZ)

Unfortunately people tend to forget, and if we forget it will 
happen again. The concept of “Never again” is not only relevant 
today but it is relevant in all ti mes in the future. It is ti me that we 
fi nally use history to learn from it.
Stefan, Centre for Intercultural Dialogue (MK)

Because we say “No!” to government’s ignorance towards hu-
man rights, the supremacy of one nati on over another, against 
bureaucracy and indiff erence of politi cians, against silencing of 
freedom of speech, against restricti ons of fundamental human 
rights. We say “ Never again!” to mass killings and extermina-
ti on of our neighbours because of their gender, sexual orienta-
ti on, nati onality, ethnicity, social status or disability.
And we say “Yes” to common work towards eliminati ng hatred, 
fostering peace, dialogue and respect culture in our community.
Natalija, Human Rights Monitoring Insti tute (LT)

Being an Anti fascist

Anti fascism takes many diff erent forms, or voices. How we 
choose to embody anti fascism comes from personal experience 
and politi cal standpoints. What does being an anti fascist mean 
to you?

It is, of course, fi ghti ng politi cally against all the appariti ons of 
neofascists and neonazis. It is also fi ghti ng against the new ap-
pearances of old racist themati cs, developed today by so-called 
right wing populism. It is then to fi ght not only the parti es, but 
all ultra-conservati ve, reacti onary, racist, securitarist ideas 
which are now present in mainstream parti es. It is to fi ght from 
the roots an anti -social system that leaves people in social de-
spair and atomisati on, giving a space for right-wing populism to 
act. It is to fi ght for freedom, equality, justi ce, solidarity. It is to 
be part of a global movement for human emancipati on.
Robert, Anti fascist Journalist and Acti vist (F)

To be an Anti fascist today means above all to be aware of all the 
diff erent forms that fascism can take on. It adapts to societi es, 
fi nds new victi ms, uses new technologies, and tries to pass itself 
off  as a reasonable and realisti c ideology. The only character-
isti c that remains constant is its innate and unrelenti ng hatred 
towards human beings.
Amila, Independent World Report (BH)

For me being an anti fascist today is a diffi  cult task, because the 
phenomenon which we try to confront is becoming more and 
more complicated. Now it’s not just the ruling regime of one or 
several states, it is a complex ideology, the elements of which – 
intolerance, militarism and totalitarian thinking – can be found 
nearly everywhere: in the populist speeches of politi cians, in 
the media, in youth subcultures and the views and atti  tudes of 
ordinary people. Such a phenomenon cannot be confronted by 
a set of simple arguments and acti ons. It is the right-wing who 
suggest simple answers to the complicated and controversial is-
sues of modern social reality. And the anti fascist of today has to 
be at the same ti me a researcher, an educator and a good public 
speaker to be able to reveal the false and inhumane nature of 
those “simple answers”.
Konstanti n, Youth Human Rights Movement (RUS)

To be an anti fascist may mean diff erent things to diff erent peo-
ple. For us it means breaking the silence and raising awareness 
of the problem of racism and xenophobia. We want to promote 
multi cultural understanding and to contribute to the develop-
ment of a democrati c civil society. Educati on against racial and 
ethnic prejudices among the young is a key issue today. We must 
build a broad and inclusive movement against racism and dis-
criminati on. The goal must be to eliminate or marginalize racist, 
xenophobic and anti semiti c tendencies in various spheres of life: 
football, music, politi cs ...
Rafal, Never Again Associati on (PL)

In my view, to be an anti fascist is both a moral obligati on and a 
permanent commitment to democracy shaped by core principles 
based in human rights and human dignity. To be an anti fascist 
means to be acti ve against hatred, moti vate yourself and moti -
vate others to keep on working for democracy; to have a clear 
vision about how important the individual contributi on for that 
cause is.
Valenti n, Movement Against Intolerance (E)

Resistance

Resistance, as both an oppositi onal force and organised acti on, 
is central to the Internati onal Day Against Fascism and Anti semi-
ti sm. We cannot stand for something without standing against 
something else, and it is this tension between strongly opposing 
elements that creates potenti al for something completely new; 
for real change.

Resistance is important because the only alternati ves are sub-
mission and capitulati on. To paraphrase the great Irish socialist 
and leader of the 1916 Easter Uprising, James Connolly “The 
threat appears great to us, only because we are on our knees.” 
We need to get off  our knees and fi ght back, using the greatest 
weapons we have: our brains, our ability to organise collecti vely, 
our solidarity and our will to organise mass acti on.
Graeme, Searchlight Magazine (UK)

Resistance means not only supporti ng and sharing anti fascist 
ideas and values, but also transferring them into acti on and thus 
promoti ng them. By resistance I mean not only confronti ng the 

existi ng inhumane ideologies and discriminati on and violence 
based on them, but also trying to control one’s own intoler-
ance and aggression, which are immanent to all of us. So, for 
me resistance should start with oneself, and then, by resisti ng 
yourselves, you can also show an example to others.
Konstanti n, Youth Human Rights Movement (RUS)

As Bertold Brecht said “... the womb from which the vile beast 
emerged is sti ll ferti le ...” and that is also visible in mainstream 
parti es. We must show that fascism is not a virus external to 
democracy, but a cancer developing inside it, and the border 
between fascism or fascist ideas is not so clear, as history has 
proven and at present is proving again … How? By all means 
necessary: from educati on to acti on, on clear politi cal and ethi-
cal bases. Ethic is very important in fi ghti ng the one who doesn’t 
know the value of ethic.
Robert, Anti fascist Journalist and Acti vist (F)

The mass is seldom criti cal of itself – that’s why resistance is 
needed, as a kind of refl ecti on.
Resistance is fi rst being struck by something, then refl ect/discuss 
and then act/resist.
Niki, Platf orm History Politi cs (A)

Loud on the Street on 9 November

Nobody can do everything, but everybody can do something

Hundreds of organisati ons and informal groups of all kinds 
have taken an acti ve part in the campaign over the years. It is 
ti me for you, too! The campaign is pluralist and open: there is 
place and space for all. Its strength is in having a diverse Euro-
pean movement taking part in a common acti on, collecti vely 
using one theme and slogan. We use diff erent approaches and 
methods but we have one shared vision of a society without 
hatred and discriminati on, based on human rights. This poster 
is a tool to support your campaign acti viti es; you can organ-
ise diverse events, such as public discussions, meeti ngs with 
eye-witnesses, demonstrati ons, commemorati on, conferences, 
poster and media acti on, cultural events and much more. For 
more inspirati on and practi cal ideas, you can read the reports 
of previous campaigns: www.unitedagainstracism.org look 
under “campaigns”. 

We should get out on the streets on 9 November not only for 
memory, but to have a common date to keep together, in every 
country, whatever politi cal traditi on we belong to, the parallel 
between past and present, that memory is not a ghost, but an 
acti ve link to take lessons for present and future.
Whilst a politi cal common ground is not possible, the common 

date, someti mes with demonstrati on, is the only occasion to 
show anti fascism in all its diversiti es, at the same ti me, on the 
same ground.
Robert, Anti fascist Journalist and Acti vist (F)

In the past 20 years aft er the German reunifi cati on, 149 men 
and women in Germany have died from the consequences of 
neonazi violence. Day by day, people are humiliated, threat-
ened, injured, just because of the color of their skin, because 
they fell in love with someone of the same sex, or because they 
believe in a diff erent God. Right-wing aggression is a threat to 
life, physical integrity and freedom. People should get out on 
the streets on 9 November to make clear: Neonazism has no 
place with us – not on the streets, nor in the minds, nor in the 
parliaments.
Maria, Netzwerk für Demokrati e und Courage (D)

As we accept that everyone is responsible for the environment 
and nature, it is the very same with societi es. No one can accept 
hate speech, no one can be cool with fascist graffi  ti  on the walls 
and no one can tolerate fascist politi cal campaign materials in 
their neighbourhood. We have to keep our environment clean in 
this sense too. Do it today, tomorrow can be late.
Marcell, Music Against Racism (H)

UNITED we are Stronger!

Since the early 1990s, UNITED for Intercultural Acti on has coor-
dinated and inspired annual pan-European anti fascist acti viti es 
on 9 November. The aim is two-fold ; fi rstly, we commemorate 
victi ms of the “Kristallnacht” pogrom and, more broadly, victi ms 
of the Holocaust and of fascism throughout history. Secondly, 
we want to warn societi es about the danger of nati onalism, 
racism, anti semiti sm, right-wing extremism and neo-fascism 
today. We want to mobilise diff erent groups and individuals to 
build a common front against hate ideologies and violence.

The only common ground that can unite a diverse Anti fascist 
movement is the common problem we see. Fighti ng it together 
or one by one is important enough. The key point in the ques-
ti on is “diverse” but it is also “anti fascist”. Those two things are 
enough to start working. These two points are also what gives 
strength to the movement and brings new ideas and people in.
Irene, “No Border Project” Social Acti on Centre (UA)

Take part in the UNITED Campaign!

• Make sure your event is included in the European List of 
 Acti viti es! Inform UNITED about your planned acti viti es
 including the contact details of your organisati on.
• Make use of this poster! Order (max. 100 posters) for free
 from the secretariat.
• Get inspired by our informati on leafl et “Get Acti ve – The 
 ‘How to organise an acti vity?’ Guide”. 
 Look at www.unitedagainstracism.org under “publicati ons”.

Some practi cal advice

• Use the resources you already have within your organisati on.
• Think about the message you want to communicate, what
 outcome do you expect?
• Look for partners and alliances – if appropriate – outside the
 NGO movement (schools, religious community groups).
• Try to involve as many people as possible during the prepara-
 ti on stage itself (volunteers, partners etc.)
• Divide tasks clearly in your (campaign) team.

How UNITED can help you

• UNITED will produce a special list of all acti viti es which will 
 take place in Europe, this can help you to make contacts and 
 generate ideas. It will be updated regularly on: 
 www.unitedagainstracism.org under “campaigns”.
• Call UNITED if you cannot fi nd a partner for your acti viti es. 
 We might know of other NGOs in your region or city who are 
 planning an acti vity.
• Keep in mind that you can order campaign material at the 
 UNITED secretariat for free. 

• A media release will be sent to the UNITED network organisa-
 ti ons and to all important European press agencies, news-
 papers, etc. Journalists who want to know more about specifi c 
 acti viti es are referred to the organisati ons involved in local 
 acti ons. UNITED produces a European report aft er 9 November,
 including as many of the acti viti es that took place as possible.

How you can help UNITED

• Tell us about your acti viti es and send us your invitati ons, 
 leafl ets and posters before and aft er the campaign! 
• Help us make the report complete and send us newspaper 
 arti cles, reports, photos, etc. directly aft er the event.
• Provide us with more media contacts!

What is UNITED ?

UNITED for Intercultural Acti on is the European network 
against nati onalism, racism, fascism and in support of migrants 
and refugees. More than 550 organisati ons from a wide variety 
of backgrounds, from 48 European countries, work together in 
common acti viti es, such as European-wide campaigns. Like-
minded organisati ons have the opportunity to meet each other 
at conferences and elaborate specifi c projects. UNITED is and 
will remain independent from all politi cal parti es, organisati ons 
and states, but seeks an acti ve co-operati on with other anti ra-
cist initi ati ves in Europe. Informati on is received from more than 
2000 organisati ons and mailings go out to about 2300 groups 
in Europe. Let us know if you want to get involved! And add 
UNITED to your mailing list !

(1) Kristallnacht, Crystal Night, Night of Broken Glass, November pogroms – the 
debate on the use of an appropriate terminology to describe what happened 
on 9 November 1938 is very intense and involves scienti sts, politi cians and 
representati ves of both governmental and non-governmental organisati ons.
In the UNITED publicati ons, the term “Kristallnacht” pogrom is used, refer-
ring both to the internati onally known German term put in quotati on marks 
and the explicit labeling as a pogrom, clearly pointi ng out the crimes com-
mitt ed by the nazis.

UNITED is SUPPORTED by
more than 550 organisati ons from 48 European countries, many prominent individuals, private supporters and 
long-term volunteers from Akti on Sühnezeichen Friedensdienste, the European Voluntary Service - and Leonardo 
Programme and Austrian Holocaust Memorial Service.
Since 1992 fi nancial support was received from various sponsors such as: European Commission (General Bud-
get/Socrates/Grundtvig/Youth in Acti on Programme/DG Employment Social Aff airs/ TACIS IBPP), Council of Eu-
rope (European Youth Foundati on/European Youth Centres), OSCE-ODIHR, Heinrich-Böll-Sti ft ung, World Council 
of Churches, Olof Palmes MinnesFond, Cultural Council Sweden, Ministry of Educati on Slovenia, Green Group-, 
Socialist Group-, and GUE/NGL Group in the European Parliament, European Cultural Foundati on, Sti ft ung West-
Östliche Begegnung, Akti onsbündnis Gegen Gewalt, Rechtextremismus und Fremdenfeindlichkeit Brandenburg, 
Home Offi  ce UK, Ministry of Interior-BZK NL, Federal Department of Foreign Aff airs CH,  the Matra Programme of 
the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Aff airs, Vuurwerk Internet, Insti tuto Português da Juventude, Nati onal Inte-
grati on Offi  ce Sweden, Service Nati onale de la Jeunesse Luxembourg, LNU - Norwegian Youth Council, Europees 
Platf orm Grundtvig, Friedrich Ebert Sti ft ung,  Federal Social Insurance Offi  ce (Dep. for Youth Aff airs) CH, Swiss 
Coordinati on Offi  ce of Youth for Europe, Federal Service for Combati ng Racism (Fund for Projects Against Racism) 
CH, Migros Kulturprozent CH, Comunidad de Madrid, Ministry of Youth and Sport of Azerbaijan, The Swedish Na-
ti onal Board of Youth Aff airs, Rothschild Foundati on, Local Municipality of Budapest, Open Society Insti tute, Youth 
Board of Cyprus, Foundati on Remembrance Responsibility and Future, Open Society Foundati on - Brati slava, Final 
Fronti ers Internet, Dijkman Off set and others.

This campaign has received fi nancial assistance from the Council of Europe (European Youth Foundati on) and the 
European Union  (Youth In Acti on Programme)
The contents of this document are the sole responsibility of UNITED and can under no circumstances be 
regarded as refl ecti ng the positi on of the sponsors.
UNITED’s publicati ons can be freely re-used, translated and re-distributed, provided the source – www.uniteda-
gainstracism.org – is menti oned and a copy is sent to the UNITED secretariat.

UNITED for Intercultural Acti on 
European network against nati onalism, racism, fascism and 
in support of migrants and refugees   
Postbus 413, NL-1000 AK Amsterdam, Netherlands
phone +31-20-6834778, fax +31-20-6834582  
info@unitedagainstracism.org, www.unitedagainstracism.org
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would not vote for fascist parti es, we stay away from fascists on 
the street, or shake our heads at fascist graffi  ti . It is not enough 
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